
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-10
NPDES NO. CA0005789

AMENDING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SHELL OIL COMPANY
MARrINEZ MANUFACIURING COMPlEX
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY'

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. on February 20, 1985 the Board adopted Order No. 85-22, a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit,
prescribing waste discharge requirements for Shell oil Company,
Martinez ManUfacturing COlllPlex (hereinafter called the discharger).

2. Order No. 85-22 included an interim effluent limit for toxicity and a
time schedule to achieve comp'Lfance with the Basin Plan toxicity
limit by August 20, 1986. The Basin Plan toxicity limitation
requires that "the survival of test fishes in 96 hour bioassays of
the undiluted effluent shall be a 90 percentile value of not less
than 50 percent survival." The interim effluent toxicity limitation
requires that "the survival of test fishes in 96 hour bioassays of 50
percent effluent shall be a 90 percentile value of not less than 50
percent survival."

3. According to the Basin Plan exceptions to the toxicity limitation may
be granted and revised toxicity requirements established if the
following conditions are met:

1) The waste is discharged through a deepwater outfall which
achieves rapid and high initial dilution;

2) The toxicants in the waste are nonconservative constituents which
rapidly decay in the receiving water, or they are conservative
constituents for which water quality objectives have been
established. Effluent mass emission rates may be established for
such nonconservative constituents; and

3) A thorough investigation has determined that such an exception will
not adversely affect resident and/or migratory fish or other
aquatic life.

4. On August 19, 1986 the discharger submitted an application for an
exception to the toxicity limitation.

5. On August 20, 1986, the Board adopted Order No. 86-60 amending waste
discharge requirements Order No. 85-22. The amendment consisted of
extending the time schedule for comp.Lfance with the Basin Plan toxicity
limit from August 20, 1986 to December 20, 1986.






























